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1710. 





Epping-Forreft, November 8. 


N my Journey from Cambridge 
to London, | call’d upon a W1- 
dow Gentlewoman » whofe 
Husband was my School.fel- 
low: Lhad fCarce enter’d the 

Gate where fhe liv’d, but News was 
carryed in that I was come ; She 
came out and had me into her Par- 
lor ; where inftead of bidding me 
welcome with a Smile. and an Air 
of Joy, fhe receiv’d me with Pailions 
of Grief ; for Tears gufh’d from her 
Eyes as Water from a Spring. I told 
her. if this were the Entertainment 
fhe gave her Friends, when they 
came to vilit her, I muft beg her 
Pardon, and be forced, tho’ late in 


the Day, to proceed on my Journey. 


Travellers (faid ]) want to be divert- 
ed, and not have their Spirits op- 
prefied with Scenes of Melancholy. 


Sir, (faid fhe) it is now twenty Years 
ago fince | and my Spoufe tock our 
laft parting Kils ; yet when I fee any 
that knew him in the Bloom of his 
Youth, the Image of his Perfon ap. 
pears before me, in the fame Like- 
nefs as when I fat at Table with 
him on our We dding Day, admiring 
his Sprightlinefs and Beauty. After 
I had again repeated to her by a 
Vow, that I would be gone if fhe 
touch’d a Moment longer upon fuch 
folitary Subjeéts ; the Widow with 
a Marron-like Countenance, pull’d 
out her Handkerchief, and with a 
Chain of Sighs,wip’d the Tears from 
her Eyes, and call’d up two of her 
Grand-Chijdren to divert her Grief, 
and prattle out to me fome of their 
pretty Stories, I ask’d her how ma- 
ny of thofe fprightiy Youths fhe 
had: She told me fo ur, the eldeft 
was Thirteen, an unlucky Boy ; he 
had played the Truant all that Day, 
Ovo but 
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bur he fhould pay dear for it. While 
| was enquiring into the Punifhment 
fhe intended to inflict on the Tranf 
greffor, the Renagadoe came in, all 
in aSweat,yet with a kind of an Awe, 
as I thought, upon his Spirits ; be- 
ing ask’d by the Lady, his Grand- 
mother, where he had been ; he faid 
arSchoola Cyphering. What (faid 
fhe) inthe Dirt and the Water. You 
fhail furely fuffer for this falfe Tal 

I intreated her for my fake, that 
Time to lay afide all difpleafure, 
and think not then of correcting the 
Lad. Sir, (faid fhe to me) I would 
fooner oblige you with part of my 
Eftate, than undergo the Charafler 
of being fo weak in my Judgmenr,as 
to excufe a Youth in bis Vanity; 
yet this (continued fhe) I will grane 


him, upon Condition he mokes it 


appear, that he is truly forry for his 
Offences, he fhall only do thefe three 
things ; firft, get by heart thirty 
Latin Verfes which you fhall fer him; 
fecondly, deliver up to me all the 
Moncey his Uncle gave him this 
Morning, to be difpos'd of among 
his Brothers; and thirdly, That he 
ingenuoufly confefs the Truth,where 
he has been, and in what Company. 
The Youth threw himfelf at her 
Feet, befeeching her for his Grand- 
tather’s fake, (whofe very Name fhe 
honour’d)ro be contented with fome- 
thing more tolerable, and leave him 
one Moiety of his Treafure. This 
Requelt he obtain’d with great Dif- 
ficulty, provided he did whatever 
elfe fhould be enjoyn’d for a Penance. 
Madam, (faid he) what you require 
fhall be done, I had rather undergo 


fome unufual Slavery, than be count- 
ed poor among my Companions. 
Well, (faid fhe) You fhall then fir 
alone in Darknefs a+ Hour, and 
have your Accufation writ by your 
own Hand, ftuck over the Door 
where you are confin'd. Thefe fe- 
vire Injunctions the Youth fubmir- 
ted to,for the faving Part of his Cath, 
and contentediy threw himfelf a Pri- 
foner into the Dungcon appointed 
for him: Upon his Releafement he 
was commanded to retire to Bed, 
without hisSupper. This he thought 
Was more grievous than the former, 
and therefore fubmililively id, Ma- 
dam, This is but the fecond Offence 
I was ever guilty of in the like Cafe, 
and I will be Si warned of the 
third by your Difpleafure. Thefe 
Intreaties, tho’ delivered with fo 
much Ardency, did not entirely gain. 
his Pardon ; for he was obliged to 
make a publick Declaration in the 
School, how he had, againft the juft 
Laws of all well educated Scholars, 
neglected his Learning, and loft his 
Honour, by telling a difingenuous 
Lye. The next Day after Dinner, 
I call’d the Youth le and told him 
the Punifhment inflicted upon him, 
was a Severity becoming a tender 
Parent, who had a juft Regard to 
the breeding up of Children to a 
ftriét Difcipline ; and what he would 
in no wife be offended at when he 
came to the Stature of a Man: For 
(faid 1) by the Rule of Life you are 
now guided ir, you'll learn how to 
manage your (cif in the Years that 
you come to be Mafter and Gover- 
nour of your own Family and Houfe. 


I 
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Treceiv'd the following Account laf? E- 
vening from one of my Correfpondents 


at Windfor 


STR, 
M* Brother, who preferr’d Beau- 
4 ty before Riches, married a 
a Woman of no Fortune: His Ten- 
dernefs was fuch, that he provided 
for her a Chariot and a Pair of 
Horfes, a neat Houfc, and fix Ser- 
vants. His Affairs calling him our 
every Day at a prefixt Time, fhe 
took that Opportunity to receive the 
Vifits of a fprightly Youth about 
Nineteen, and another Gentleman of 
near Thirty, dividing her Favours 
very plentifully between them. Jn 
thefe pleafant Intrigues fhe fpent 
fome Months, without Difcovery, 
and folac’d her felf in the Converfa. 
tion of her new Acquaintance. My 
Brother having notice of thefe pri- 
vate Amours, aflur’d himfelf well of 
the Faé&t betore he difcover’d the 
leaft Sufpicion of Jealoufy. At laf, 
finding how Matters ftood, he went 
and tax’d his Wife with the Crimes 
fhe had been guilty of ; telling her 
how entirely he once lov'd her, how 
he had behav'd himfelf towards her 
fince Marriage, more like a Courtier 
than a Bedfellow,and that to require 
him for fo many endearing Kind- 
nefles, fhe coverd him with Re- 
proaches. His Bride confefs’d to 
him that fhe had a Leve for the rwo 
Perfons he nam’d, but protefted that 
the only Miftake fhe was guilry of, 
confifted in the Intention ; adding, 


that he ought to forget the firft OF. 
tence of a young Woman, who for 
want of Age will be apt to wander 
abroad, and look upon other Men - 
But that the Affe@ion the was fenfi- 
ble he had for her, would prevene 
her being guilty of the like Errors 
for the future. My Brother being 
perfwaded of her Sincerity, ask’d her 
Pardon with a thoufand Tears, for 
the Refentmenthe had fhewn. They 
were reconcil’d, and there was no 
more Notice taken of her Faults; but 
fhe forgerting her palt Vows, foon 
took an Opportunity, and renew'd 
her former Practice of loving Stran- 
gers. When her fecond Offence was 
int#mated to her Husband, he fiid it 
was only People’s Sufpicion, not his 
Wite’s Mifcarriage, and would not 
give Credit to what was told him,till 
he found that the Report was true: 
Then he reiterated his Complaints 
with the Fury of a Tyrant, and 
threaten'd her with the Pains of a 
violent Death: She being terrified 
with thefe unufual Threats, fell a 
Weeping, and lay asa dead Woman 
at his Feet, without the Appearance 
of either Life or Motion: But I fup- 
pofe ic was only feign’d to gain her 
end ; which indeed it did: For my 
Brother doting upon her, repented 
of having put her into that Diforder, 
and did his utmoft ro recover her Spi- 
rits; intreating her to confider, that 
nothing but Love was the Occafion 
of his Anger, and that fhe might be 
fenfible os the great Power fhe had 
over his Afieétion ; fince norwith- 
ftanding the juft Reafon he had ro 
complain of her Wantonnefs, he was 

ready 
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ace her. provided fhe 
e modeit in her Beha- 
tnou it this 

nels Would pave 

her i vali 9 nd 
} Detires: But 
‘ompaiiion prodwc’d a quite con- 
ect: She thought the had a 
fair Opportunity of parting with 
him, and theretore fhe {poke ina 
high Strain, and told bim, That fhe 
knew well enough, from whom he 
had thofe Stories ; that fhe was wea- 
ry of being every Day accus’d of a 
thing fhe was but once in her whole 
Life guilty of ; that he might think, 
if be would, of a Separation; and 
that for her part, {he could no longer 
endure a Man,who was always hear- 
ing what ‘Tale-bearers faid in pre- 


trary Ethel 


c 


judice of his Wife. The Care my 


Brother took uo pase? his wanton 


Wife, prov’d ineffectual ; for from 
that very Moment of their falling 
out, fhe conceiv'd an extream Aver- 
fion to him: So that when he has a 
Mind to make ufe of the Privilege 
of a Husband, fhe treats him with 
the utmolt Scorn, and will not give 
him the Liberty of her Bed qc he, 
r Man, continues an affectionate 
usband, and maintains her in all 
her Splendor. Sir, If you can find 
out fome way to extricate my Bro- 
ther out of thefe unhappy Circum- 
ftances I fhould ever think my felf 

indebted to your Generofiry. 
Iam, &e. 


Madam, 

Can only advife you to reft faris- 

fied, and fee your kind Brother e- 
ver remain an entire Lover of his L.1- 
centious Spoufe. Yours, &c. 


HEISTER RYLEY. 





From my own Study, November 9. 
“Here is nothing more general 
than a certain Fitle Vanicy, that 
obliges People to make a contrary 
ufe of Labours defigned for a univer- 
fal Improvement; yet many inftead 
of refining their Underftanding,trom 
the Obfervations they may make on 
my Works, bufy their Minds in im- 
pertinent Enquiries after my Name 
and Charaéter. How vain a Curio- 
fity is this ; and how little Satisfa@i- 
on would fo infignifcant aDifcovery 
bring! What Matter is it, whether 
an Author is ever perfonally known ; 
the beft way of being acquaint 
with him is to underftand the true 
Senfe of his Writings. A familiar 
Intimate with any Man, rather o- 
verthrows, or at leat vitiates our 
Relifh by corrupting our Judgment 
with fuch Party-Piques, rather than 
heighthening our Pleafure, or im- 
oving our Knowledge. I am fen- 
ible fome out of Prejudice to this 
Paper, have named Perfons for the 
Authors, who are no more concern’d 
in the Compofing of it, than I am in 
drawing up the Review or Obferva- 
tor, wherein are Difcourfes that nei- 
ther my Genius nor Fancy leads 
me to. 
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